
 

Memorandum 
  

From: Stuart J. Little, Ph.D., Little Government Relations 

Date: November 23, 2020 

 

Overview 

The 2021 Session is fast approaching, and interim committees are wrapping up their work. 

This report provides a snapshot of key events over the last few weeks, links to some key 

information, and connections to the policy issues we are working on for you. As usual, if 

you have questions or need follow up information, please contact us. Additionally, you can 

expect a brief special report from us in the coming weeks following the legislative 

leadership elections on December 7th.   

 

As we all prepare for the 2021 legislative session that begins on January 11th, we cannot 

provide many answers regarding how the session will take place. The legislative leadership 

and staff are attempting to address the dozens of logistical, employee, procedural, and 

public health factors. There will be a 2021 session and it may look like every other session 

without regard to significant public health issues. The 2021 session process, however, may 

be more distant and difficult for folks like us to monitor, report, participate, and advocate.  

Many of the details may not be resolved until January and depending on how our 

communities manage community spread over the holidays, there likely will be on-going 

change during the session. 

 

Outline: 

• Current State Impact & Response to COVID-19 

• Healthcare-Related Issues  

• Upcoming Legislative Activities  

 

Current State Impact & Response  

 

Latest Executive Order (EO) 

• The Governor issued an updated face mask EO on November 18th. For cities and 

counties that have already adopted a mask mandate, this EO has no impact. For 

those counties who have not adopted a mask ordinance, they have seven days to 

implement their own ordinance before being automatically opted in to the 

Governor’s new EO.  

 

State Finance Council (SFC) Actions 

• On November 13th, the SFC extended the state of disaster declaration for another 

30 days.  

• The SFC approved two requests from the SPARK Task Force: transferring $25 

million from the essential needs fund (which is not being used) to state agency 

operations; and appropriating $1.5 million for a PSA campaign to educate Kansans 

on how to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. The PSA campaign was put together 
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by a coalition of stakeholders including the Kansas Hospital Association, Kansas 

Farm Bureau, and the Kansas Chamber.  

• More on the PSA and the Kelly Administration’s plan to combat COVID-19 here: 

https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-laura-kelly-announces-new-steps-to-slow-

the-spread-of-covid-19/  

• On November 20th, the SFC approved two additional proposals from the SPARK 

committee: $18.5 million for public health and $20 million for business resiliency. 

The public health funds include $5 million for local health departments; $4 million 

for safety net clinics for remote monitoring devices to enhance telehealth services; 

$7.5 million for hospitals, and $2 million for nursing home PPE. The business 

resiliency funds include relief to restaurants and bars, movie theaters, large venues, 

PPE manufacturers, and private colleges. Lastly, any unspent CARES Act funds 

will be transferred to the state’s unemployment trust fund before the end of the 

year.  

 

SPARK Task Force Activities 

• The convening of the SPARK Task Force has largely concluded, as the majority of 

the funds have been allocated and as the December 31st deadline for spending those 

funds quickly approaches.  

• The SPARK Task Force created a comprehensive Investment Dashboard to show 

where and how these funds are being spent: https://covid.ks.gov/covid-data/  

 

Unified Testing Strategy Update 

• On October 29th, the SFC approved an additional $45 million per the SPARK Task 

Force’s request.  

• On November 12th, the Governor’s office announced contracts to various labs to 

support increased testing for COVID-19. Contract awardees include: 4M, Clinical 

Reference Lab, Freestate Logistics, MAWD, Medevac, NicUSA, Quest, Sinochips, 

University of Kansas Health System, WellHealth, and Wichita State University.  

• More information here: https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-laura-kelly-

announces-contracts-to-support-covid-19-unified-testing-strategy/  

 

Latest State Revenue Outlook 

• Following the trend of the last several months, October revenues far exceeded 

estimates, an encouraging sign for the state’s recovery. October total tax receipts 

exceeded estimates by $62.6 million and last October’s receipts by $43.6 million. 

Retail sales continue to perform strong and exceed estimates, with October sales 

tax receipts totaling $211 million, which is $10.2 million more than last October.  

• Even more illuminating was the state’s latest Consensus Revenue Estimate released 

on November 6th, which makes several things clear: First, the estimates show a 

much smaller deficit than was project back in April, down from an estimated $1.4 

billion deficit for next year to a $152 million shortfall. The current fiscal year 

ending balance is now estimated at a $363 million surplus, up from a previously 

estimated $700 million deficit.  

• These developments suggest budget reductions and shortfalls are less likely. 

https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-laura-kelly-announces-new-steps-to-slow-the-spread-of-covid-19/
https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-laura-kelly-announces-new-steps-to-slow-the-spread-of-covid-19/
https://covid.ks.gov/covid-data/
https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-laura-kelly-announces-contracts-to-support-covid-19-unified-testing-strategy/
https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-laura-kelly-announces-contracts-to-support-covid-19-unified-testing-strategy/
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• Link to the CRE short memo here: https://sunflowerstatejournal.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/11/cre.pdf   

 

Virtual Statehouse Project 

• The Legislature appropriated roughly $3 million for technology upgrades in order 

to outfit all committee rooms and both chambers with videoconferencing 

capabilities, in addition to the current audio-only capabilities that most committee 

rooms have. By the beginning of Session, January 11th, all committee rooms will 

have these capabilities so that conferees can testify remotely.  

• Additionally, the Legislative Coordinating Council (LCC), made up of legislative 

leadership, is in the process of considering several proposals for the 2021 Session 

to keep legislators, lobbyists, and the public safe. It is expected the group will 

consider proposals that deal with mask-wearing, social distancing (i.e. closing the 

galleries in both chambers), a mobile unit to provide COVID-19 testing for 

lawmakers and potentially for lobbyists, and who will have access to the 

Statehouse, among others. The LCC will meet again in early December to consider 

formal proposals.  

 

Healthcare Issues  

As you can see from the extensive amount of information to report in the last month, there 

will be some significant recommendations from this interim work for the 2021 Legislature.   

Keep in mind, the work of the committees reviewing foster care and public health authority 

have already concluded their work prior to the 2021 session and will be submitting final 

reports to the Legislature before the end of the year.   

 

The Latest on Telemedicine 

• The Special Committee on Mental Health Modernization and Reform has convened 

an additional work group dedicated solely to telemedicine. The work group has met 

twice thus far to discuss the work of expansion of telemedicine. The work group 

includes representatives from the MCOs, KDADS, Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

Kansas, the Community Care Network of Kansas, and various provider 

perspectives and supplemental experts.   

• Topics discussed include the following:  

o Behavioral health equity in telemedicine—that tele-behavioral health 

services deliver the same standard of care as in-person services.  

o Have originating site language be consistent with the Kansas Telemedicine 

Act. Include sites such as school, home, and place of employment so that 

patients can be reached in a safe setting.  

o While tele-video services are preferred, tele-phonic is important for patients 

with limited or no access to broadband.  

o Reimbursement options for facilities so they do not lose revenue by 

delivering telehealth services to patients’ homes.  

https://sunflowerstatejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/cre.pdf
https://sunflowerstatejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/cre.pdf
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o Quality assurance and recognizing the importance of providing guidance for 

providers on developing telehealth policies to help maintain a high quality 

of care and to address clinical training issues and technology issues.  

• Concerns or barriers discussed include the following:  

o Ensuring HIPAA standards and privacy protection across various platforms.  

o Broadening reimbursement for telehealth services is key in order for 

providers to cover the cost of service delivery, including infrastructure and 

technology costs.  

o Some concern expressed that telehealth services should not completely 

replace one-on-one services.  

o Broadband access.  

o Challenges and issues for providers and patients to access telehealth while 

out of state.  

• Areas for further expansion of telehealth:  

o Expansion of telehealth in jails and the crisis arena to allow for use of 

telehealth with law enforcement and mobile crisis services.  

• There have not been any final recommendations made. 

 

Updates from the State Medicaid Director 

• Over the last month, Sarah Fertig, the State Medicaid Director, has shared updates 

with several groups on a variety of topics from telemedicine to other COVID-19 

impacts. She has shared repeatedly that there are no plans to close telemedicine 

codes any time soon, and that all provider and consumer feedback the agency is 

receiving is positive. Other state Medicaid directors have reported that telehealth 

has had a huge impact in their ability to continue care, particularly when it comes 

to behavioral health.  

• Additionally, Director Fertig reported that once a COVID vaccine is made 

available, MCOs will cover COVID vaccines for beneficiaries.  

• Medicaid Expansion remains a top priority for KDHE and they expect another big 

discussion on this next Session.    

 

Mental Health Modernization & Reform 

• The full committee last met on October 30th and is scheduled to meet again 

December 10th and 11th. At the October 30th meeting the three working groups gave 

updates on their discussions and recommendations. The group also received 

presentations from stakeholders on improving outcomes for youth in the juvenile 

justice system and the Certified Community Based Health Clinic (CCBHC) model 

which has been adopted in several surrounding states.  

• Working Group Updates at a Glance:  

• Finance & Sustainability recommendations are focused on:  

o Local suicide prevention efforts.  

o Detailed review of Medicaid rates for behavioral health. Suggested 10-15% 

increase for Medicaid behavioral health rates.  
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o Expansion of the Excellence in Mental Health Act and consideration of a 

state plan amendment or change to the 1115 waiver to allow for the 

adoption of the CCBHC model.  

o Increase SGF funding in the Beacon network in order to provide adequate 

funding for SB 123.  

o Increase the proportion of the funds in the Problem Gambling and Other 

Addictions Fund that is applied to treatment.  

o Recruitment and retention of foster homes.  

o Community-based liaison for justice-involved individuals to help with 

reentry and pre-release planning.  

• Policy & Treatment recommendations are focused on:  

o Expanding the behavioral health service array.  

o Expanding MAT—increasing access in jail settings, in Block grant services, 

and for pregnant women.  

o Increasing access to parent peer support.  

o Increasing the number and capacity of designated family SUD treatment 

centers and outpatient programs.  

o Increasing the capacity of frontline healthcare providers to identify and 

provide services to those with behavioral health needs.  

• System Transformation recommendations are focused on:  

o Integration of behavioral health and primary care.  

o Increasing utilization and expansion of SBIRT into other areas including 

schools, health departments, etc.  

o Expanding training provided in correctional facilities allowing employees to 

better recognize those with SUD needs and a trauma-informed approach to 

identify other mental health needs.  

o Increasing utilization and development of evidence-based SUD referral as 

well as treatment and recovery services for those with law enforcement 

contact.  

o Interoperability with state hospital EHRs with other systems. 

• This broad range of recommendations will narrow down to a few topics: CCBHC, 

suicide prevention, and expanded access to care. 

 

Legislative Activities  

Legislative committees are finalizing policy recommendations that could serve as potential 

legislation during the 2021 session.  

• KanCare Oversight 

o Next Meeting(s): December 9th quarterly meeting. Additional meeting on 

December 15th specifically for Integrated Care.  

• Special Committee on Mental Health Modernization and Reform 

o Next Meeting(s): December 10th and 11th to finalize recommendations.    

• Legislative Budget Committee 

o Next Meeting: December 1st, to continue assessment of the impact of the 

pandemic on the state’s budget and state and local revenue collections.  
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Committee hearings, membership, and meeting agendas can be found at this link: 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/committees/  

  

Live listening to hearings is available at this link: http://sg001-

harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/View/Calendar/ 

 

Most committees are archived on YouTube at this link:  

https://www.youtube.com/c/KSLegislatureLIVE/videos 

 

 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/committees/
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/View/Calendar/
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/View/Calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/c/KSLegislatureLIVE/videos

