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Legislative Update 

April 10, 2018 
 
Overview 
We are at the end of the 2018 regular session. The Legislature adjourned about 12:30 AM on 
April 8th. Resolution of a school finance agreement pushed the debate to the end of the session. 
The House and Senate agreed to a bill and sent it to the Governor. He has promised to sign it. 
Other policy issues are either completed, dead, or a few were carried over to the veto session that 
will begin on April 26th. 
 
Big Picture Issues 
A plan to increase funding for K-12 schools emerged from the House plan that will increase 
spending for districts by about $100 million per year for the next five years. The bill’s total 
increase of approximately $522 million falls short of the recent cost study’s recommended $1- $2 
billion increase. Besides adding funding, the bill also attempts to address changes made in last 
year’s school finance proposal that the Court said were inequitable. The bill was considered the 
only plan to satisfy the court without passing a tax increase. The House plan cost $522 million 
over five years and the Senate plan was cheaper at about $275 million with a few more policy 
changes. After several days of frustrating disagreement, the House adopted two small policy 
portions of Senate plan, added all their spending and policy issues, called the bill a compromise 
and passed it to the Senate in a Senate bill. All nine Democrats in the Senate and twelve 
moderate Republicans passed the bill early Sunday morning. 
 
The revenue plan to fund the school finance bill and the rest of state government is a less clear. 
For now, the school finance plan was approved on the premise that increased revenue collections 
rather than new revenue streams except for a bill collection internet sales tax that has not yet 
passed either chamber. The Senate on the final day of the session passed a tax reduction bill that 
the House will consider when they return on April 26. Senate Bill 2228 could decouple Kansas 
tax law from the new federal tax law and allow claiming itemized deductions such as 100 percent 
of mortgage interest, property taxes, and charitable contributions. The bill would also increasing 
the Kansas standard deduction from $3,000/$3,750 and $7,000/$9,300. The bill would provide 
tax reductions of over $500 million over the next five years. The bill passed the Senate 24-16 and 
might see action in the House after April 26th but some in the House see this bill as a part of the 
funding for the school finance plan. 
 
The wrap-up session will be very short. It will begin on April 26 and conclude no later than May 
4, which is sine die or the last day. The Senate set an extremely short time to warp up many key 
issues including the budget and any revenue changes. The full Senate approved their budget bill 
and the House has not. Of course, the future depends on whether the Kansas Supreme Court 
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accepts the school finance bill as sufficient to fulfill their expectations of adequacy. Briefs will 
be filed by April 30 and oral arguments on scheduled for May 22nd. 
 
Health Issues 
There should not be any additional health committee meetings this session and any action that 
still happens will occur in either the health conference committee or in the budget committee 
process. Any more health conference committees will occur during the wrap-up session. 
 

• Telehealth and dental therapy (House Bill 2674 the telehealth bill and Dental Therapy SB 
312) have been tied together and neither issue may advance this session. 

o Health conference committee separated out telehealth and left dental therapy to 
die.  

o The House was preparing to run telehealth but abortion proponent wanted to the 
bill sent back to conference committee to add the non-severability provisions. The 
House sent the report back to committee and the Senate conferees will not support 
the abortion provision so the bill is likely dead for the session unless abortion 
supporters back off. 

 
• Budget bills have passed the Senate but not the House and the budget will wait for the 

veto session when final revenue numbers are available. The budget bills contain 
variations on language seeking a return to something like “health home style” program 
for some chronic health need populations. Additionally, there are attempts to implement 
the provisions of Senate Bill 300 that extend the current KanCare contracts for three 
years, allows the State to add MCOs, and allows changes for expanded access to 
behavioral health services.  

 
• KanCare Renewal in Senate Bill 300 on Senate floor awaiting action. No change and no 

action.  
 

• Medicaid Expansion. Senate Bill 38. The bill is exempt from deadlines and remains on 
the Senate floor awaiting action. 

 
 
Children and Youth Issues 
 

• Immunity from civil liability for damage to motor vehicle related to rescue of person or 
animal. House Bill 2516. 

o Civil immunity for person if locked motor vehicle with person or animal. Act 
must be in good faith with belief the person or animal is at risk. Required to notify 
law enforcement before entering. 

o Passed House and Senate approved the Governor. 
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• Youth residential services. House Substitute for Senate Bill 179 (contains contents of 
House Bill 2787). 

o Rep. Blaine Finch, chair of House Judiciary Committee, introduced bill to create 
youth crisis services residential beds. 

o Mental health centers would control some number of short-term residential 
facility beds for juveniles in “mental health crisis.” Only prosecutors can refer to 
services, mental health centers control access to a facility. Uses funding up to $2 
million from Corrections juvenile services savings. 

o Heard in House Judiciary 3/21 and passed out with minor amendments on 3/22 
and placed into House Substitute for SB 179. 

o Passed House, awaiting action in conference committee. 
 
Legislation of Interest 
Bills that have been published and the bill history can be found on the Legislature’s official 
website: http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/measures/bills/ 
 
At the conclusion of the regular session, it is extremely unusual for any bill not in conference 
committee to receive any attention during the wrap up session. Bill unlikely to receive additional 
attention have been removed.  
  
KanCare/Medicaid 
Prohibition against KanCare 2.0 without legislative approval. Senate Bill 300 

• Prohibiting KanCare 2.0 renewal without legislative consent.  
• The bill requires KanCare exactly like is as of 1/1/17. Only changes approved by the 

Legislature can be made to the Medicaid system or to contracts with managed care 
companies. A one year extension of current contracts. 

• Senate Bill 300 hearing in Senate Ways and Means Committee, 1/30-31. Bill was 
amended and passed to the full Senate with language allowing Medicaid changes for 
behavioral health access. 

• Awaiting action on Senate floor. 
 
Suspension of Medicaid eligibility. Senate Bill 195/ House Bill 2508. 

• Bill from 2017 session, suspends rather than terminates eligibility when incarcerated or in 
state hospital.  

• Would eliminate months of eligible member losing coverage and having to reenroll in 
Medicaid. 

• House Bill 2508 unlike SB 195, eliminates the duty for state agencies to notify the State 
when an individual enters of leaves eligibility and requires KDHE to monitor and report 

• Hearing in Senate Health and passed to full Senate with amendment from HB 2508. 
Awaiting action on Senate floor.  

• Provisions of this bill may be added to the budget bill. 
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General Healthcare 
Establish the Kansas Telemedicine Act. House Bill 2674 

• The bill creates coverage parity for insurance providers so that if a service is covered it is 
covered whether delivered in person or electronically.  

• Does not include pay parity, meaning the payment for services can be different if 
delivered in person or electronically. 

• There is strong focus on mental health telemedicine and physicians but bill does include 
mid-levels working under supervision. 

• House Bill 2674 specifies professions working under supervision, removes the abortion 
provision, and adds 42 CFR protections for SUD providers.  

• Hearing in House Health on 2/12, passed committee on 2/19, passed House floor on 2/22 
on a vote of 117-0.  

• Hearing in Senate Health Committee 3/19. On 3/22 Committee amended in provisions of 
SB 312 Dental Therapy; removed abortion severability provision, added other groups to 
telemedicine bill including dentists, hygienists, and therapists. 

• Health conference committee separated out telehealth and left dental therapy to die.  
• The House was preparing to run telehealth but abortion proponent wanted to the bill sent 

back to conference committee to add the non-severability provisions. The House sent the 
report back to committee and the Senate conferees will not support the abortion provision 
so the bill is likely dead for the session unless abortion supporters back off. 

 
Dental Therapy. Senate Bill 312. 

• Creates mid-level dental hygienists position to serve in safety net clinics and with 
Medicaid providers. 

• Senate Bill 312 is the compromise bill that Dental Association supports. 
• SB 312 hearing in Senate Health 2/1, 2/5 and passed out on 2/8. 
• Compromise brokered by dental association and dental hygienists expands some 

procedures for hygienist with additional training, clarifies supervision on premises in out 
of office locations. 

• Passed Senate 39-0. Hearing in House Health 3/14. 
• Bill remains in House Committee, but contents of SB 312 were added to HB 2674 

Telemedicine by Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee. 
• Telehealth removed from dental therapy and dental therapy will likely not advance this 

session. 
 
Criminal records and professional occupations license. Senate Sub. for House Bill 2386. 
(Contains original contents of Senate Bill 421). 

• State licensing agencies shall list specific civil and criminal records that will be 
disqualifying for obtaining a license. 

• Bill exempts BSRB licensed professions from all provisions. 
• Passed both chambers and in conference committee. 
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Children/Youth 
Immunity from civil liability for damage to motor vehicle related to rescue of person or animal. 
House Bill 2516. 

• Civil immunity for person if locked motor vehicle with person or animal. Act must be in 
good faith with belief the person or animal is at risk. Required to notify law enforcement 
before entering. 

• Passed House and Senate and Governor signed. 
 
Child placement agency discrimination. Senate Bill 401. 

• Allows child placement agencies to refuse services or placements, and protects their 
license and contract if they discriminate. 

• In Senate Federal and State Affairs. Hearings 3/20-21. 
• On Senate floor, provisions of SB 401 were added to House Bill 2481 and passed Senate 

28-12. 
• In Judiciary conference committee. 

 
Emergency medical workers as mandatory reporters. House Bill 2530/Senate Bill 311. 

• Emergency medical personnel added to list of mandatory reporters for child abuse and 
neglect. Amended on floor to add abuse or neglect in a KDOC institution. 

• House Bill 2530 Passed House Children and Seniors, passed House on 2/22 on a vote of 
117 to 0. In Senate Health Committee, no hearing. 

• Senate Bill 311 passed Senate 39-0, passed House 124-0, Governor signed. 
 
Fingerprinting child care facility persons. House Bill 2639. 

• Local and state law enforcement officers and agencies to assist KDHE in taking and 
processing fingerprints of persons residing, working or regularly volunteering in a child 
care facility. Allowed to charge fees for checks. 

• Passed House and Senate, awaiting action from the Governor. 
 
Youth residential services. House Sub. for Senate Bill 179. (Original contents of House Bill 
2787). 

• Rep. Blaine Finch, chair of House Judiciary Committee, introduced bill to create youth 
crisis services residential beds. 

• Mental health centers would control some number of short-term residential facility beds 
for juveniles in “mental health crisis.” Only prosecutors can refer to services, mental 
health centers control access to a facility. Uses funding up to $2 million from Corrections 
juvenile services savings. 

• Heard in House Judiciary 3/21 and passed out with minor amendments on 3/22. 
• Passed House, in Judiciary conference committee. 
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Upcoming Activities 
The legislature will return for a very brief warp up session on April 26 and their work will be 
concluded by May 4th 
 
Wrap Up 
Please let me know if you have questions.  
  
 
Stuart J. Little, Ph.D. 
Little Government Relations, LLC 
800 SW Jackson, Ste. 1100 
Topeka, Kansas 66612 
785-235-8187 Office 
785-845-7265 Mobile 
stuartjlittle@mac.com 
 


