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Legislative Update 

January 22, 2018 

Overview 

 

The 2018 legislative session has concluded the second week. There are few bills and hearings 

yet, and the combination of a snow day last week, a pro forma days on Friday (meaning 

legislators do not have to attend), and Martin Luther King Jr. Day on Monday means we begin 

slowly. There are new bills being introduced, but the committee action and the process is moving 

more slowly than normal. In general, it seems the chambers are trying to determine how much 

they want to pursue while they await action on schools and revenue. 

 

State of the State, Budgets, and other Big Picture Issues 

 

Governor Brownback gave his eighth and final State of the State address and budget presentation 

to begin the session. The budget details will emerged in the coming weeks as the subcommittees 

dive into the details. The big picture proposal had four main objectives- respond to the Supreme 

Court’s ruling on school finance, shore up core areas of state government through enhancements 

to early childhood and children’s programs enhance strategic economic development initiatives - 

specifically around aviation, without a tax increase. Immediate legislative skepticism has not 

diminished.  

 

Other than briefings from the Legislature’s staff and the Department of Revenue, the avenues to 

address revenue for the budget and response to the Gannon school finance decision have not yet 

been undertaken. The tax committees began meetings slowly and have heard the significant 

conclusion that because of late payments from LLCs and others who will begin paying taxes 

again, and the changes to federal tax policy, the state’s revenue picture will not be clear until late 

April at the latest. Prison expansion, some economic development tinkering particularly around 

STAR bonds, and healthcare issues along with education are dominating the first two weeks of 

the session. 

 

One on-going complicating factor is the continued transition of the current Governor. This week 

the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved the nomination of Governor Brownback 

for the second time to the position of U.S. Ambassador at Large for Religious Freedom. The 

committee approved the nomination last October but the full Senate failed to vote on the measure 

before adjourning for the year forcing the nomination to be sent back to the President. The vote 

now goes to the full Senate but no date has been set. If approved, the Governor will resign his 

state duties immediately. Some significant administrative and political decisions await resolution 

of the Governor’s status. 
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Health Issues 

 

There has not yet been much health legislation but a great deal of discussion on healthcare and 

early childhood issues but next week gets busy. In several informational briefings, many topics 

are being discussed and it is still unclear how many issues will translate into legislation and 

policy changes. For now, everyone is attempting to get their issues publicized. Among the topics 

getting attention thus far are: 

 

Governor’s funding enhancement request for early childhood and health. 

 Governor funding early childhood programs. 

o Restore early childhood block grant funds (2.34 million). 

o Eliminate Parents As Teachers waiting list with TANF ($1.0 million). 

o Early learning pilot project ($1 million). 

o Various technology funding. 

 

 Some of the proposed changes related to $16 million to address issues in the child 

welfare system. 

o Funding for outside top-to-bottom review ($1.4 million). 

o Funding for 20 additional child welfare staff and additional salary funding ($1.5 

million). 

o Funding for foster care emergency placement so there are no children sleeping in 

offices ($750K). 

o Funding for approximately 20 additional investigative staff to track down missing 

foster care children ($225K). 

o Additional funding for community-based family preservation and family 

strengthening programs ($6.55 million)                 

 

KanCare and health 

 KanCare 2.0 renewal request for proposal has closed for bidders and the State is 

evaluating bids. The proposal includes work requirements and a thirty-six month lifetime 

cap, both of which have stirred legislative opposition. Eligibility difficulties and failures 

to address a number of administrative issues have prompted a legislative response.  

Senate Republican leadership has spoken out against KanCare 2.0 until changes are 

made. The Senate has introduced Senate Bill 300, and a similar House bill is coming, that 

prohibits KanCare 2.0 without legislative consent. It is unclear how much of the situation 

is political and strategic.   

 

 House Health and Human Services committee has introduced a telehealth bill that will 

provide coverage parity but not payment parity for telemedicine.  A draft of a bill is not 

yet available. 
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Mental health reports 

 Mental Health Task Force. The Legislature received the report they requested that 

catalogues the range of previous suggestions to improve mental health. It is worth noting 

their recommendations confirm access and capacity to services issues but none of their 

recommendations seek changes in the system to expand access and capacity. In fact, the 

report’s support for Medicaid expansion would exacerbate current capacity and access 

issues. 

 

 Kids counseling and social work and mental health services in schools. The Governor’s 

budget recommended increased school counselors. The State Department of Education 

conducted a school mental health task force that reported back to the legislature with the 

conclusion that more school counselors and social workers were needed as well as more 

cooperation with local resources. 

 

Facilities and staffing at Osawatomie and Larned state hospitals. 

 KDADS responded to multiple committees that the Osawatomie State Hospital 

recertification will bring back upward of $9-10 million in federal revenue. KDADS 

continues to purse its effort to build a privately operated hospital on the grounds of OSH.  

That issue remains undecided. Finally, staffing and personnel issues at Larned State 

Hospital continue to be costly and problematic for the agency. 

 

 

Legislation of Interest 

Because we are in the second year of the biennial cycle, all bills not passed or killed during the 

2017 session are available for action during the 2018 session. Bills from the 2017 session will 

not be included on this list unless they are subject to action or they are likely to be taken up 

again. 

 

Bills that have been published and the bill history can be found on the Legislature’s official 

website:  http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/measures/bills/ 

 

KanCare and Medicaid 

Suspension of Medicaid eligibility. Senate Bill 195. 

 Bill from 2017 session, rather than terminate eligibility when incarcerated or in state 

hospital.   

 Would eliminate months of eligible member from having to reenroll in Medicaid. 

 Hearing in Senate Health on 1/23 at 9:30 AM. 

 

Prohibition against KanCare 2.0 without legislative approval. Senate Bill 300. 

 Senate Republican bill prohibiting KanCare 2.0 renewal without legislative consent.  

 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/measures/bills/


 4 

Children’s Issues 

Termination of parental rights. Senate Bill 221. 

 Reductions in barriers to terminate parental rights for children in custody to facilitate 

adoption and termination of rights. 

 Hearing Senate Health 1/16. 

 

Next Week Activities 
The legislative schedule of hearings is updated regularly throughout the week can be found in the 

House and Senate calendars on the Legislature website at: 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/chamber/calendars/ 

 

Additionally, virtually all hearings are now available on line. You can find those hearings on the 

Legislature website at:  http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/View/Calendar/ 

 

Monday, January 22 

Senate Public Health and Welfare.  9:30 AM. 

 Bexar County Texas Behavior Health Care Model. 

 

House Health and Human Services.  1:30 PM. 

 Bexar County Texas Behavior Health Care Model. 

 

Senate Education.  1:30 PM. 

 Report on State Board of Education Mental Health Advisory Council. 

 

Tuesday, January 23 

Senate Public Health and Welfare.  9:30 AM. 

 Senate Bill 195:  Suspension of Medicaid eligibility. 

 

Wednesday, January 24 

House Appropriations.  9:00 AM. 

 Presentation of Mental Health Task Force Report. 

 

Thursday, January 25 

House Education Committee. 3:30 PM. 

 Informational briefing on early childhood attachment bio-behavioral program. 

 

 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/chamber/calendars/
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/View/Calendar/

